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• Chinese collection: 

130,000 printed titles in about 230,000 volumes and 

3,000 manuscripts

• Since 1990: CJK titles electronically cataloged 

– 1990-2007: in RLIN-database 

– 2007-2008: in WorldCat 

– Since 2009: in Aleph database of the Bavarian 

Union Catalog

• Before 1990: CJK titles in conventional card catalogs

Catalog situation before retro-conversion 

object of retro-conversion

data migration 
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Catalog analysis and quantity structure 

Total 
number of 

catalog 
cards

including 
secondary 

entries 
(not to be 

processed)

including 
cross 

references
(to be 

processed)

Number of 
cards to be 
processed

Chinese 
basic catalog
(titles cataloged 
until 1983)

60,000 28,000 1,500 32,000

Chinese 
supplement 
catalog
(titles cataloged 
1984 – 1989)

40,000 20,000 500 20,000

Total 100,000 48,000 2,000 52,000
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Basic decisions I

Conversion inhouse or by a service provider

service provider
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Basic decisions II

Processing online or offline

• Online processing in database of union catalog 

too demanding for technical reasons

• Offline processing in separate database means 

no enrichment of catalog entries and higher costs

Online processing in the WorldCat database
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Basic decisions III

WorldCat: MARC 21 format

Different data format (MAB2) in own 

catalog systems 

Data mapping from MARC21 to MAB2

(using an existing mapping routine)
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General Provisions

• The conversion requires the assignment of Chinese 

native speakers.

• The staff assigned must be familiar with the MARC21 

format and with using the Connexion Client.

• The staff assigned must be able to analyze the 

bibliographic records at hand and to create records in 

electronic form. 

Placement of order: CIBTC, beginning 2010
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Preparatory Work 

• Scanning of catalog cards 

• Composition of a detailed 

instruction manual
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Procedure

1st step

Catalog cards sorted according to main entries, 

secondary entries, and cross references: 

• Secondary entries not to be considered. 

• Cross references recorded in the 3rd step.
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Procedure

2nd step

All catalog cards with main entries had to be 

processed.

• Cataloging in the original script as well as in transcription. 

• Multi-volume works: Separate record for each volume. 

• Records already available in WorldCat: Use existing Master 

Record and create Institution Record. 

• Records not available in WorldCat: Create a new record 

(Master Record), from which an Institution Record had to 

be generated.



16
Procedure

3rd step

Cross references had to be recorded in the 

relevant electronic records.

4th step

Copy on file for each Institution Record.
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Procedure

5th step

Nov 2010:

Delivery of 54,000 MARC files by CIBTC



18Data import
Jan 2011: 

Import of files into the Bavarian Union Catalog 

and data mapping 

Feb 2011: 

Import of files into SISIS local library system

All Chinese titles electronically 

cataloged
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Conclusion

• Commissioning a service provider allowed relatively accurate 

time and cost calculation. 

• Using the WorldCat database as primary database for 

cataloging has proven to be useful. Nearly 20,000 new titles

added in WorldCat.

• Electronic metadata as prerequisite for digitization: 

– 2011: Start of digitization of around 700 volumes of oldest 

and most valuable Chinese printings and manuscripts

– 2012: Start of digitization of more than 2,000 volumes of 
copyright-free Chinese printings by Google
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