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Re-cataloguing and Digitising 
Chinese Rare Books and 
Manuscripts at the  
Bavarian State Library 
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 March 2011:  
Launch of a cataloguing and 
digitisation project, financed by the 
German Research Foundation (DFG) 

 
Res/L.sin. C 590 



3 Selection of titles 
  

 Nearly 200 titles (ca. 5,000 volumes) of our oldest and most 
valuable Chinese printings and manuscripts:  

– ca. 20 dating from the Song and the Yuan dynasties 
– more than 100 from the Ming dynasty 
– ca. 20 Jesuit printings from the  

Qing dynasty and other rare  
Qing-printings 

– 30 Chinese manuscripts 
    etc. 

Cod. sin. 4 

More than 400,000 digital 
images will be produced within 
2 years 
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 Re-cataloguing of all selected items 
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 Re-cataloguing 
 
 

• Cataloguing in the original script as well as in transcription 
(Pinyin) 
 

• Cataloguing according to the Cataloging guidelines for creating 
Chinese rare book records in machine-readable form 
 

• Broad scope of characteristics is included in the bibliographic 
description 
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 Restoration 
 
 

 by specialists of the  
Institute of Book and 
Manuscript 
Conservation (IBR)  
of the Bavarian State 
Library 
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 Digitisation  
 

• Scan process 
• Quality control of every single 

image 
• Capturing of structural metadata 

(table of contents) 
• Use of workflow management 

system and database for 
digitisation process (ZEND) 



Use of various digitisation techniques, depending on 
the size and material 
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 Long-term Preservation and Webaccess 
 
 

• Long-term Preservation of digitized works:  
Leibniz Supercomputing Centre (LRZ) 
 

• Webaccess through:  
 

– Digital Collections and OPACplus  
of the Bavarian State Library 
 

– WorldCat 
 

– Union Catalog of Chinese Rare Books 
 

– Virtual Libraries (CrossAsia, Europeana) 
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25 Digital East Asia Collections 

  
http://ostasien.digitale-sammlungen.de 
http://eastasia.digital-collections.de 
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26 Digital East Asia Collections 

  
http://ostasien.digitale-sammlungen.de 
http://eastasia.digital-collections.de 
 
• Website in German, English, Chinese 

• Open Source Software (Apache Cocoon, Lucene/Solr) 

• Two search modes: systematic search and simple search.  

• Simple search scans both bibliographical data as well as tables 
of content in transcription and original script 

• Use of zoom technology 
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• Currently access to more than 200,000 single images; further 
content constantly added 
 

• From 2013 onwards:  
Website will also contain digitized versions of Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean printings from the 17th – 19th century, 
created in the context of the Public-Private-Partnership between 
the Bavarian State Library and Google 
 
 

40 Digital East Asia Collections 
http://ostasien.digitale-sammlungen.de 
http://eastasia.digital-collections.de 
 

 

http://ostasien.digitale-sammlungen.de/
http://ostasien.digitale-sammlungen.de/
http://ostasien.digitale-sammlungen.de/
http://eastasia.digital-collections.de/
http://eastasia.digital-collections.de/
http://eastasia.digital-collections.de/


41 
  
Thank you. 
thomas.tabery@bsb-muenchen.de 
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