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• Original Situation and the Trigger for Collection Building
• Stages and Challenges of Acquisition
• The Problem of Cataloging
• Sources of the Princeton Collection
• Dissemination and Reaction of the Field
• Possibilities for Development



Background

• Uyghur language and its speakers, distribution of the population, 
political situation

• Collections of Uyghur language materials in North America and at 
Princeton

• Role of Uyghur materials in library collections generally, in East 
Asian Libraries, and at Princeton

• Related collections at Princeton
• Development of academic Interest



Acquisition Development 

• Evolving from Chinese language source 中共组织史料汇编
(Compilations of Historical Materials on the Organizational History of 
the Chinese Communist Party)

• Positive reactions and reinforcement
• Limited acquisition of Uyghur language materials on scholar’s requests 

(mostly reprints of China published books) via Istanbul based book 
dealers (with the help of Near Eastern Studies Librarian)

• Cooperative acquisition of selected antiquarian items between Slavic 
Studies, Near Eastern Studies, Chinese Studies

• Introduction by Joshua Freeman to Aziz Isa Elkun, a London-based 
Uyghur poet and scholar and president of the independent Uyghur PEN 
Centre



The Aziz Isa Elkun
Collection of Uyghur 
Literature

• Strong literary and historical 
focus

• China, Central Asia (esp. 
Kazakhstan), Uyghur 
diaspora

• 1940-2020, including rare 
journals and newspapers of 
the 1950s-1970s

• 500+ titles Uyghur only, 
Arabic script, Latinized 
script, and Cyrillic script 
(150+ titles published in 
Kazakhstan )







The Jay Dautcher
Collection of Uyghur 
Studies

• Focus on Social and 
Cultural Anthropology

• China
• 1980-2010s, broad range 

(Music, Arts Crafts,  
• 400+ titles Uyghur, 800+ 

titles in Chinese





Other 
Donations
• Erika Gilson, donation 

to Department of 
Near Eastern Studies 
(focus on linguistics 
and language 
acquisition)

• Joshua Freeman, 
donation of 1970s 
party sponsored 
magazine 

• Donations by 
individual authors



Different collection sources

- Pre-existing collections (some minimally cataloged or cataloged 
in Chinese with note (in Uyghur language (维文 or 维吾尔文)  
almost entirely without original script)

- Uncatalogued backlog (also in some other parts of the library)
- Recent acquisitions with a focus on Newspapers, Reference 

works, Archaeology and History of Medicine 
- Some original archives (mixed Chinese and Uyghur) relating to a 

1957 National Minority Survey in Xinjiang





Dissemination
• Announcement on the 

website, H-Asia, Eastlib, 
EASL, reposted by 
scholars in the field into 
Social Media channels

• Quickly reached the 
academic Uyghur and 
Xinjiang Studies 
community and the 
Uyghur diaspora 
community

• Media reports by Radio 
Free Asia (Uyghur)



The question of cataloging

• Outsourcing  or In-house

• Investment for cataloging

• Decision to aim for a three year in-house cataloging project 
covering the Elkun collection, updating existing records, and 
cataloging newly acquired material.

• Problem of finding an Uyghur cataloger



Rallying campus partners

• Department of Comparative Literature
• Department of Near Eastern Studies
• East Asian Studies Program
• Institute for the Transregional Study of the Contemporary Middle East, 

North Africa, and Central Asia (TRI) 
• Paul and Marcia Wythes Center on Contemporary China
• Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies (PIIRS)
• Program in Near Eastern Studies
• Program in Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies (REEES)
• Princeton University Library





Cataloging

• Cataloging into OCLC Worldcat in original script, updating existing 
records or creating new records

• Enhancing existing record improves discoverability beyond 
Princeton

• Contribution to Scrip Shifter by the Library of Congress 
https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/

• Authority work

https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/


ScripShifter
• https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/

https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/
https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/


Supportive Colleagues

Alim Alp, Language Cataloging Specialist
Lia Contursi, Head of Non-Roman Cataloging
Martin Heijdra, Director East Asian Library
Thomas Keenan, Slavic Studies Librarian
Will Noel, Head of Special Collections
Deborah Schlein, Near Eastern Studies Librarian
Jon Stroop, Deputy Dean of Princeton University Library



Current Situation

• Currently 900 titles of which 160+ are unique according to Worldcat
• Second largest collection of Uyghur language materials in North 

America
• Material mostly going into the ReCAP shared collection (immediately 

available for delivery to ReCAP partners Columbia, Harvard, New York 
Public, Yale) and available via Borrow Direct network, and national and 
international inter-library loan

• Looking for exchange partners for duplicates (esp. interested in journal 
issues)



Possibilities in the future

• Possibilities to contribute to existing digitization efforts 

Hoover：https://guides.hoover.org/Turkic

Harvard Yenching Library 
Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen
Xinjiang Minority-Language 
Newspapers 新疆少数民族语报紙

• ToC scanning for journals 
& On demand scanning

https://guides.hoover.org/Turkic
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0


Q&A

Joshua Seufert
jseufert@princeton.edu

mailto:jseufert@princeton.edu
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