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* Original Situation and the Trigger for Collection Building
* Stages and Challenges of Acquisition

* The Problem of Cataloging

* Sources of the Princeton Collection

* Dissemination and Reaction of the Field

* Possibilities for Development



Background

* Uyghur language and its speakers, distribution of the population,
political situation

* Collections of Uyghur language materials in North America and at
Princeton

* Role of Uyghur materials in library collections generally, in East
Asian Libraries, and at Princeton

* Related collections at Princeton
* Development of academic Interest



Acquisition Development

* Evolving from Chinese language source L2 20 7 RL[C 257

(Compilations of Historical Materials on the Organizational History of
the Chinese Communist Party)

e Positive reactions and reinforcement

* Limited acquisition of Uyghur language materials on scholar’s requests
(mostly reprints of China published books) via Istanbul based book
dealers (with the help of Near Eastern Studies Librarian)

* Cooperative acquisition of selected antiquarian items between Slavic
Studies, Near Eastern Studies, Chinese Studies

* Introduction by Joshua Freeman to Aziz Isa Elkun, a London-based

8yghur poet and scholar and president of the mdependent Uyghur PEN
entre



The Aziz Isa Elkun
Collection of Uyghur
Literature

* Strong literary and historical :
fO cus Yo, ofon o0, 7 ofon oo ;090,7 e <4

* China, Central Asia (esp.
Kazakhstan), Uyghur UYGHUR PUOEMS
diaspora

* 1940-2020, including rare i
journals and newspapers of
the 1950s-1970s

* 500+ titles Uyghur only,
Arabic script, Latinized
script, and Cyrillic script
(150+ titles published in
Kazakhstan )
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The Jay Dautcher
Collection of Uyghur
Studies

* Focus on Social and
Cultural Anthropology

e China

* 1980-2010s, broad range
(Music, Arts Crafts,

* 400+ titles Uyghur, 800+
titles in Chinese
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Masculinitys®
Community

in Xinjiang
China

Jay Dautcher

in a Uyghure.






Other
Donations

* Erika Gilson, donation
to Department of
Near Eastern Studies
(focus on linguistics
and language
acquisition)

* Joshua Freeman,
donation of 1970s
party sponsored
magazine

* Donations by
individual authors




Different collection sources

- Pre-existing collections (some minimally cataloged or cataloged
in Chinese with note (in Uyghur language (£ X or £ & /R X))
almost entirely without original script)

- Uncatalogued backlog (also in some other parts of the library)

- Recent acquisitions with a focus on Newspapers, Reference
works, Archaeology and History of Medicine

- Some original archives (mixed Chinese and Uyghur) relating to a
1957 National Minority Survey in Xinjiang
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Dissemination s il

e Announcement on the
website, H-Asia, Eastlib,
EASL, reposted by
scholars in the field into
Social Media channels LIBRARY

* Quickly reached the

Princeton Acquires the Aziz Isa Elkun Collection o

academic Uyghur and e ——
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Xinjiang Studies e
Com m u nity a nd the ¥D This news is more than one year old e

.
l | h u r d I a S 0 ra With wide-ranging support from campus partners, Princeton University Library (PUL) has acquired the Aziz Isa Elkun collection of
- e Sl B8 Rsblas o SuBssd ~dShas Jaxsdd bl J23
y p Uyghur literature, culture, language, and history, thereby preserving an important part of the Uyghur people’s written cultural 4 s 3':'"}~u'v"'-""-"-f“' TR felss 12 jd2ad5 Ll 2aks
heritage for future generations. The acquisition makes PUL home to one of the largest collections of Uyghur materials outside of et L

.
C O u n I ty East and Central Asia, which Teatures a unigue focus on Iiterary cultural heritage from the 1930s to the early 21st century, e L

especially the 1950s-70s. Al et a1 e

el LN Bl s de Soals el plsde o3

Find and Borrow -

&

The material in this collection was published in different scripts (Arabic Uyghur, Cyrillic Uyghur, and Latinized Uyghur), and was Lot 338 AL SIS Lol idd oS Shindd dadil
Pl L Eale e e P Ll e

. .
o M e d I a re O rt S b R a d I O collected over 35 years by Elkun, Uyghur scholar, poet, and Director of the Uyghur PEN Centre Online Revitalisation Project. It s 38 A 15 30 SN EA 8 -3 S des
includes Uyghur books, magazines, newspapers, and posters from the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in north-westemn #

eid | Soal g e uad o dold Smdd e aSiE LG
China, from several post-Soviet Central Asian countries (especially Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan), and from the Uyghur diaspora in Rt B A B AR 2 .

.
F re e A S I a ( l l yg h u r) Turkey and the West. It also includes material from the Eastern Turkestan Republic of the 1940s. Much of the material is very

rare and does not exist in any Western library collection, and is often unavailable to scholars inside China as well.

The Elkun collection nicely complements the already rich collections in Chinese that PUL heolds on Xinjiang, which have already
attracted numerous researchers of the region. “The study of Chinese history has been dominated by Han-centric perspectives
and Chinese-language sources, especially those generated by the state,” said Janet Y. Chen @, Professor of History and East
Asian Studies (EAS). “We need more collections like this one, to enhance our understanding of the histories and cultural heritage
of ethnic minority groups living in today's PRC.™

In 2023, Elkun edited, and translated with others, the widely

acclaimed unprecedented one-volume book “Uyghur Poems™



The question of cataloging

* Qutsourcing or In-house
* Investment for cataloging

* Decision to aim for a three year in-house cataloging project
covering the Elkun collection, updating existing records, and
cataloging newly acquired material.

* Problem of finding an Uyghur cataloger



Rallying campus partners

* Department of Comparative Literature
* Department of Near Eastern Studies
* East Asian Studies Program

* Institute for the Transregional Study of the Contemporary Middle East,
North Africa, and Central Asia (TRI)

* Paul and Marcia Wythes Center on Contemporary China

* Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies (PIIRS)
* Program in Near Eastern Studies

* Program in Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies (REEES)
* Princeton University Library
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Khanzucha-Uyghurcha din lughiti = Han Wei zong jiao ci dian / tuzguchilar,
Shamshidin Haji ; takshurup bekitkuchi, Khoja Abudulla Osman.

Author Haji, Shamshidin [Browse]

[Browse] sl | pulak

XXunnapfa XaBan : tannaHfaH acapnap, tonanryun Kaaup hacaHos / JlyTnynna

MyTannun.

Zhillargha javap : tallanghan asarlar, toplighuchi Qadir Hasanov / Lutpulla
Mutallip.

Author Mutalifu, Li, 1922-1945 [Browse]

MyTanudy, Jln, 1922-1945 [Browse]

Xinjiang budui jengchilliri sizgan resimlerdin tallanma= #sE3EPA &L T1EE

Shinjiang budui jangchilliri sizghan rasimlardin tallanma = Xinjiang bu dui zhan
shi hua xuan



Cataloging

* Cataloging into OCLC Worldcat in original script, updating existing
records or creating new records

* Enhancing existing record improves discoverability beyond
Princeton

* Contribution to Scrip Shifter by the Library of Congress
https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/

* Authority work

Related name shinjang Uighur Aptonom Rayonlug Millatlar Tilidiki Atalghulami Qeliplashturush-Bekitish
Komiteti [Browse]
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Jay Dautcher Collection of Uighur Studies [Browse]


https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/

ScripShifter

* https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/
S|e Scriptehifter

ABOUT

Input text
B3] QIETEAE JUY €3 PRV

Language

Uighur (Arabic)

General Options

Direction Capitalize

Script to Roman @  No change @
Roman to script ©  First word O

All words O

TRANSLITERATE!


https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/
https://bibframe.org/scriptshifter/

Supportive Colleagues

Alim Alp, Language Cataloging Specialist

Lia Contursi, Head of Non-Roman Cataloging

Martin Heijdra, Director East Asian Library

Thomas Keenan, Slavic Studies Librarian

Will Noel, Head of Special Collections

Deborah Schlein, Near Eastern Studies Librarian

Jon Stroop, Deputy Dean of Princeton University Library



Current Situation

* Currently 900 titles of which 160+ are unique according to Worldcat

* Second largest collection of Uyghur language materials in North
America

* Material mostly going into the ReCAP shared collection (immediately
available for delivery to ReCAP partners Columbia, Harvard, New York
Public, Yale) and available via Borrow Direct network, and national and
International inter-library loan

* Looking for exchange partners for duplicates (esp. interested in journal
Issues)



Possibilities in the future

* Possibilities to contribute to existing digitization efforts

Hoover:. https://guides.hoover.org/Turkic

" Collections Engage Research Services VisitUs About Library & Archives o
m INSTITUTION gag ry Search Guides Search
y LIBRARY & ARCHIVES

Harvard Yenching Library Research Guides
Universitatsbibliothek Gottl ngen —— SRR
Xl N | | an 2 M INO rItV La n ua . Tiilic:publicationsom ilang: Home
Newspapers #1i=s /) FEIR A

Turkic publications from Xinjlang at the Hoover Institution Library & Archives

Turkic publications from This guide provides assistance in researching materials related to the publications from the
Xinjiang at the Hoover

Institution Library &
Architves Hoover Institution Library & Archives. It constitutes a rare and valuable compilation of

* ToC scanning for journals e

Uyghur region of China, now known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, held in the

materials, printed in Turkic languages which makes this collection unique.

' Jovac! gy o

N J-—- v\—;’ UJA.-IJ ::

s S §5 s 7~J) 1946 *§

«

Librarlan ‘f‘l&"" g | ‘J} T3k el 8 i;fé

: u"‘:“ W U g ‘_v;,v >0 d?ixﬁ :"g
7y S >

. t
fuy s

_ "% T Pk
| i e |



https://guides.hoover.org/Turkic
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?query=lsr38,contains,Xinjiang%20Minority-Language%20Newspapers%20Digitization%20Project,AND&tab=books&search_scope=default_scope&vid=HVD2&mode=advanced&offset=0

Q&A

Joshua Seufert
jseufert@princeton.edu



mailto:jseufert@princeton.edu
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