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CNBKSY Platform
Shanghai Library

OCR Full-Text Search

Reads the original scanned
pages — even old typed
memoirs from 100 years ago.

Data Visualisation

Turns any search into a chart —
timelines, maps, source spreads.
Patterns, not isolated articles.

Knowledge Graph

Connects people, works and
newspapers. Hidden relationships
pop out at a glance.

Goethe Guo Moruo

Faust
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CASE 01

Translations of 
European place names

海岱
山



One city, many names
In Republican-era newspapers, European place-names were still up for grabs.

明興 / 慕尼黑 Munich柏林 / 伯靈 Berlin

Yishi Bao (益世报), Beijing, 27 November 1935 — the same page, two different cities, no fixed spelling.
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Official Standardization

教委会征求西名中译意见

The Education Committee asks: 
How should we translate Western names into Chinese?

Shishi Xinbao (时事新报), Shanghai, 23 September 1927
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And then, a quieter revolution.

海岱山 Heidelberg “mountains and seas” — Feng Zhi

翡冷翠 Florence “cool emerald” — Xu Zhimo

Three cities. Three poets. A whole new way of seeing Europe.
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"fragrant pavilion" — Xu Zhimo香榭丽舍 Champs-Élysées



A poet, a university, a city
How one name, Haidai Mountain, opens a life story.

Huabei Daily (华北日报), Beijing — 6 March 1936
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Heidelberg University

Poet
Feng zhi



From the calendar to the column
How the platform lets you walk into a single day of a single newspaper.

The newspaper browser — pick a year, a month, a day.

Shijie Wanbao (世界晚报), Beijing, July 1947 — 香榭丽舍 (Champs-Élysées).
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Champs-Élysées



10 / 27

Florence



Search 翡冷翠 in the Databse
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CASE 02

Guo Moruo meets
Goethe

A two-way mirror, two writers, a hundred years apart

哥德



Jinxi Collection 今昔集
Guo Moruo's wartime essays — and the moment he met Goethe.

Publication

Author: Guo Moruo 郭沫若 ·  

Press: Eastern Press 东方书社 ·  

Year: 1943  ·  Pages: 342

Key essay: 「我的學生時代」 “My Student Days”
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Goethe



“My wish is to study Goethe”
——Two memoir pages from 《创造十年》

“In the summer of 1919 I began to 
translate Faust…”

“…I knew my study of medicine had 
gone wrong.”CNBKSY  |  EASL 2026 13 / 27



Goddess 《女神》 — and three copies that survived
A breakthrough. Then, almost, an erasure.

3
first editions survive

Shanghai Library
上海图书馆

where this talk comes from.

Museum of Modern
Chinese Literature
中国现代文学馆

the national modern lit. archive.

Heidelberg
University Library
海德堡大学图书馆

where Goethe once sat.
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The Sorrows of Young Werther — Guo's translation, 
1922

《少年維特之煩惱》
Guo's translation of 
The Sorrows of Young Werther , 
1922

「少年維特之煩惱——夏綠蒂的美點」
— a reader's essay on Charlotte's 
virtues.
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8,366 documents on Goethe. One surge, in 1922.
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A 1932 English article from our collection tells the other side.

“Goethe and Chinese Fiction” — Notes and Queries, 8 March 1932, on Chen Quan's German study of Goethe.

“the first German to show appreciation of Chinese fiction”
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The bridge ran both ways



A connection

you'd never
see by
reading
alone.

Hidden relationships
between people, works,
and newspapers —
made visible.
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Goethe
The Sorrows of 
Young Werther 

Guo Moruo 《女神》

influence
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Search 歌德 OR  郭沫若 OR  哥德 OR  Goethe — 1816–1969  ·  23,197 results
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BEHIND THE STORIES

What’s new on
CNBKSY Platform

Three collections. Three tools. One library.

数据
库



New Series for Chinese Periodical Databases (1911-1949) 
 

• Series 12, 13, 14

• 3200 new titles

• Over 100 English and French periodicals

• Amount to 23,000 titles in total



Series 12
Features well-preserved, comprehensive, and highly valuable collections of old English 
periodicals

• Shanghai

• Beijing

• Guangzhou, Hong Kong, 
and Macao



• JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN ORIENTAL 
SOCIETY    《美国东方学会杂志》

• HARVARD ORIENTAL SERIES 《哈佛东方丛书》

• Relations de Chine 《中国报道》

• REVUE D'HISTOIRE DES MISSIONS 《传教史评论》

• L'AMI DU CLERGÉ 《教士之友》

Series 13
Rare journals in English and French, many written by missionaries, merchants, diplomats, 
sinologists



Film-related Publications School Publications

Series 14
Special editions, series, anthologies, annuals, yearbooks, commemorative issues, and 
School publications



Late-Qing Dynasty Periodicals 1833-1911

The Asiatic Journal

East India Company

London, 1816–1829 · English

The Chinese Repository

E. C. Bridgman

Guangzhou, 1832–1851 · 
English

Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society

Royal Asiatic Society

Shanghai / HK, 1858–1948 · 
English

T'oung Pao

Cordier & Schlegel

Paris, 1890–1944 · French

Chinese Recorder

Wheeler & Wylie

Fuzhou / Shanghai, 1868–1941 
· English

The China Review

N. B. Dennys

Hong Kong, 1872–1901 · 
English

Relations de Chine

Jesuit Vicariate

Paris, 1903–1939 · French

China Medical Missionary 
Journal

Med. Missionary Assoc.

Shanghai, 1888–1931 · English
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• Over 600 periodicals from 1816 to 1911

• ~100 English and French periodicals



Major national papers

Big commercial, foreign-owned, specialised
— the national conversation.

Local provincial papers

Every province, every region — the local 
conversation.

Chinese papers overseas

Diaspora newspapers — what Chinese 
communities abroad were saying.
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Newspaper Comprehensive Collection - Series 5&6

~2,000 newspapers covering all provinces across the country



Thank you.

Shanghai Library  ·  www.cnbksy.com  ·  EASL 2026

海岱山Have a nice 
time in
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